THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
Imagination turned a package of tennis balls and an apron-full
of chickens into fire balls, and their carriers barely escaped
with their lives.
Wednesday brought relief to the harassed defenders.
More than three-fifths of the city were then destroyed,
buildings in the Strand were being blown up to safeguard
Somerset House, and the panic had spread to Westminster
itself. Despite Charles's vigorous measures, hope had almost
vanished. Then, late on Tuesday night, the wind veered,
moderated and died. With the morning hope revived. Many
of the refugees returned to help, and all round the burning
area the noise of explosions told of renewed activity. Fires at
Cripplegate and fires in the western Liberties burnt on until
nightfall, but by midnight on that day the victory was won.
To the citizens 'counting ,.. habitations, not by houses,
but by different fires; and even more by cinders than by fires*,
the victory may have seemed worse than pyrrhic. From the
fields 'towards Islington and Highgate' where Evelyn believed
that he beheld as many as '200,000 people of all ranks and
degrees dispersed, and lying along by their heaps of what
they could save', they could see only the great cloud of smoke
which hung over the still-smouldering ruins. The debris which
blotted out streets and sites alike masked the full loss. Later,
statisticians were to compute the destruction at 13,200 houses,
the Royal Exchange, the Custom House and the halls of 44
of the city Companies, the Guildhall and nearly all the City
buildings, St. Paul's itself and 87 of the parish churches,
besides furniture and commodities valued at over three and
a half million pounds. In all they reckoned the bill at more
than ten millions in the currency of the time, This was the
sober estimate of men far removed from the catastrophe*
In the draggled ranks of the refugees they spoke of a hundred
millions, the figure first announced to Europe. To those who
saw that of all their great city but a fragment remained, even
this may have seemed too small.